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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I 
Box No. II 
Box No. Ill 
□ Box No. IV 
El Box No. V 



2. 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

?n^X tfta ^7 Gnt UR< i er R V le 436/s ' 1 (a)(i) with regard t0 nove,tv > inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
FURTHER ACTION 



□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 



3. 



1^1^^ ^"^"^i?^ 1 ^^^ examln *tion is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
tZ International Preliminary Examining Authority (" IPEA"). However, this does not Sply where 

the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen PEA has nottfed the 

iSE^i?^ RU,e 66 ' 1b/S(b) that Wrltt6n ° plnl0nS ° f thls International 

L f .Ihmi?P ,n Ji? n iD C ^ P ro l ded ab ? ve > considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
mSS^S^ ? wf^n^P^ together, where appropriate, with amendments, before ffie «plS£S t5« 
wh^^ mal,,n9 ° f F ° rm PCT/,SA * 20 or ^fore the expiration of 22 months from the pSy date, 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA>220. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT7!SAy220. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/002329 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. wioanon in 

D J*nl??la° n ha ^ b f en ® stablished on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 

?,^w 9 o i 9 ^o h o h V\£ a "9 uage of a franslation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 1 2.3 and 23. 1 (b)) . 

2 ' acld sec » uence disclosed in the international application and 

necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 ' D h*o 1^ n ^ t !^4 Ga ^S t M ^° re than ^ ne version or c °P y of a ^quence listing and/br table relating thereto 
2£-5?? n 1 eC l° r *™ hed ' *e required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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5™ Kf!?^ a !^^ 0 S PJ^TtS. international application No. 
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Box No. II Priority 

1 . H The following document has not been furnished: 

SI copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bisA and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43/>/s.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

has been found invalid (Rules 43bisA and 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this opinion, the international 
ftlmg date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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applicability Non " establlshment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 




The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

□ the entire international application, 

S claims Nos. 53-130 

because: 



□ 



□ 



□ 



□ 



the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

could be formed' 01 Cla ' mS N ° S ^ S ° inadequate,y su PP°rted by the description that no meaningful opinion 



H no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 53-1 30 

D ^ e /Vd cle .°! ide andA> . r amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 



the written form 



□ has not been furnished 



□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

the tables related to the nucleotide andybr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form onlv do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-b/s of the Administrative Instructions! 



13 See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 bfsA (a)(1) with regard to novelty, Inventive steo or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement mvom,v0 Step ° r 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



2,5-14,17-30,37-52 
1,3,4,15,16,31-36 

2,5-9,25-30 

10-14,17-24,31-36,37-52 
1-52 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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III Non-establishment of Opinion 

The present application contains 130 claims, of which 19 are independent. There is no 
clear distinction between the independent claims because of overlapping scope. There 
are so many claims, and they are drafted in such a way that the claims as a whole are 
not in compliance with the provisions of clarity and conciseness (Article 6 PCT), as it is 
particularly burdensome for a skilled person to establish the subject-matter for which 
protection is sought. The non-compliance with the substantive provisions is to such an 
extent that a meaningful search of the whole claimed subject-matter could not be 
carried out (Article 17(2) PCT and PCT Guidelines 9.30). 

However, in order that the applicant gains a reasonable idea of the background art 
available, the subject-matter of claims 1 to 52 (relating to two apparatus and one 
method claim) has been searched, and according to the provisions of the PCT, these 
searched claims will be the subject of a detailed examination. 



V Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

V-1 Claims 1 to 14 

The document D1 : US-A-4 874 008 discloses (see in particular figures 2 and 3 and 
columns 2 and 3) a diverter assembly (62) [for a manifold of a an oil or gas well] 
( . comprising: 

a housing (42) having an internal passage (58,60), whereby the diverter assembly 
is adapted to connect to a branch of a manifold (48,50). 

Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Although D1 as well as D2: WO 02/38912 and D3: US-A-3 593 808 disclose diverter 
systems that can be attached to the main production bore of the manifold, there is no 
hint in any of these documents that the diverter is adapted to be located in a wing 
branch bore. Therefore the subject-matter of claim 2 is new and inventive with respect 
to the corresponding requirements of the PCT. 
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However, as the subject-matter of claims 3 and 4 is disclosed in D1, said claims are 
also not new. 

Although D2 discloses the use of an insert in the main production bore of a well, none 
of the available prior art appears to disclose the subject-matter of claims 5 to 9 
whereby an axial insert (for a wing branch bore) is provided and therefore said claims 
meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

D2 discloses the subject-matter of claims 10 to 14 and said claims do not meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to inventive step. 

1 V-2 Claims 15 to 30 

D1 is also considered to be the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 15 (see 
the argument given above for claim 1) and therefore said claim is not new. 

The diverter system in D1 also discloses the subject-matter of claim 16, and in 
combination with D2, the subject-matter of claims 17 to 24. Therefore said claims are 
not new and/or inventive. However, the subject-matter of claims 25 to 30 is not hinted 
at in any of the documents of the prior art and therefore the subject-matter of said 
claims meets the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

V-3 Claims 31 to 52 

■ ■ 

( D1 is also considered the closest prior art to the subject-matter of method claim 31 , 

and although said document discloses a method of diverting fluids whereby a diverter 
assembly is connected to a branch of a manifold, it is unclear, in the light of the 
preceding apparatus claims whether this is a manifold branch as shown by the manifold 
assembly of D1, figure 2 (valve modules 12) or the wing branch bore of claim 2 of the 
current application. It is possible to see from Figure 2 of D1 that the diverter assembly 
comprises a housing (42) having an internal passage (58,60), whereby the fluids are 
diverted through the housing, but not whereby the diverter assembly is adapted to be 
located within a bore in a wing branch. This lack of clarity notwithstanding, and 
assuming the former interpretation of the claim, the subject-matter of claim 31 is 
therefore not new and does not meet the corresponding requirements of the PCT with 
respect to novelty. 
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The subject-matter of claims 32 to 36 is disclosed by D1 and said claims also do not 
meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty. 

In addition, the subject-matter of claims 37 to 52 is anticipated entirely by the 
disclosure made in D2. 
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